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there is no limit to the joy it may kindle in family 
and social life. On the other hand, there is no limit 
to the torment and mischief it may cause when it is 
abused. Under wrong conditions no musical in- 
strument is so calculated to murder the spirit of 
music as is the piano. As a matter of course the 
native sensibilities are deadened if not wholly 
destroyed in the poor young victim of false music- 
teaching who sits before the keyboard, hour after 
hour, practicing fiercely without listening to the 
tones he is mechanically producing — without com- 
prehending their significance. In case the piano is 
wretchedly out of tune the damage is complete; all 
the practicing in the world can not develop a 
musicianly person, able to enjoy and express music. 
The benefits of music are priceless, and they 
accompany man from the cradle to the grave. With- 



out its aid religious expression lacks fervor. Deep 
things which words can not portray find vent in 
music. It is the language which best kindles our 
sympathies, and rouses keen understanding between 
people who speak different tongues and could not 
otherwise gain an insight into one another's 
feelings. 

When the present cruel war is over music will 
have a bigger role to play than ever before. If the 
children be properly prepared this role should reach 
its noblest proportions in our America. That 
typically American bard Walt Whitman prophesied 
that our larger needs and experiences would one 
day receive bigger musical expression, greater 
music, than the world had known before. The 
fulfilment of this prophecy lies in the hands and 
hearts and brains of our children. 

Aubertine Woodward Moore 
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